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CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

As organizers of a rather small scientific conference/meeting focused
on SDG14: Life Below Water, describe how you would invite and
engage with more diverse stakeholders, such as business owners,
media, ports authorities, oil and gas companies and shipping
companies. How would you meet their needs, whilst trying to \\
encourage cross-sector dialogues within the blue economy?

THE GROUP (AME UP WITH THE FOLLOWING POINTS. h

e Try to align the conference with the agenda(s) of the participants

o Determine the conference’s value proposition (this might be different for
different stakeholder groups), and try to

e Provide opportunities for promotion (expo, sponsorships, branded items)

In order to advance your career and gain access to new professional
opportunities, it is important for you to attend workshops and
conferences in your field. What networks, websites, institutions, etc do
you rely on to find funding? What could be done to make the process of
finding funding opportunities easier?
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¢ Hold more conferences in the Global South

e Create a centralized, searchable platform that lists funding opportunities

¢ Ideally should be searchable by region, topic

¢ Funding should help empower local communities to receive more knowledge
and skills

Complex Ocean issues such as those related to sustainable development,
climate change and environmental management and planning are
characterized by high uncertainties about the research agenda, tools,
choices and solutions to adopt, and the impacts these choices may have
on different components of socio-ecological systems. What gaps can you
identify right now in the available capacity development, education and
training offerings in the Ocean sector?

THE GROUP CAME UP WITH THE FOLLOWING POINTS.

¢ Inadequate training on interdisciplinary topics and crosscutting
themes in ocean conservation; as well as resource mobilization and funding

¢ Limited recognition and inclusion of the local and indigenous knowledge

¢ Inadequate multidirectional partnerships i.e. exchange programmes where
underrepresented and well-represented ECOPs learn from each other

¢ Limited accessibility, sharing and transfer of technical skills, software, ocean data and
information among various resource users xS ——




